“It’s probably the smallest working railway in New Zealand”
Barry Brickell, The Waikato Times, 1966

The Original Driving Creek Railway
1961 - 1973 

Think of a railway with a gauge of just 10 ¼ inches and without doubt you associate that gauge with park style miniature railways or as I once heard them beautifully described, 'little circles of pleasure'.  Yet despite a gauge of just 10 ¼ inches, Barry Brickells original Driving Creek Railway was definitely a genuine industrial railway, 

While the railway was built due to Barry Brickells love of railways it was an integral component of the running of his pottery.  It was utilised to transport clay, coal and oil from a loading point on Kennedys Bay Road up his steep section to the pottery.  Later the line was extended across a neighbouring property to a salt glaze kiln and a clay pit located beside the kiln.  Visitors were also carried and as a forerunner to the modern milk trains, the ‘Late Night Express’ was used to take the empty milk bottles to the gate.

However Barry realised that 10 ¼ inch gauge had limited scope so when he purchased a larger property further up Kennedys Bay Road so the line was lifted in 1973  to allow the rail to be utilised in the construction of the current 15 inch gauge Driving Creek Railway.   

Description
The original line was constructed in the one and a half acre section where the line climbed 34 feet in a run of quarter of a mile with maximum grade of 3-4%.

The loading gauge was  5 foot 8 inch high and 3 foot 2 inch wide.

The track is constructed from 20 lb per yard flat bottom rail from the Nihotupu Tramline laid on treated pine and oil soaked sleepers 4 x 3 inch,  Where necessary the track is ballasted with 2 inch metal chip 

15 foot truss bridge.

110 feet long bridge which curves through 300 degrees on a radius of just 30 feet with a maximum height of 15 feet high of a circle around a Norfolk pine.  The bridge consists of 11 ten foot spans constructed from 9 x 3 inchs Oregon beams which rest on treated pine trestle bents.
In 1969 a branch line was built of Sid Savill across new viaduct made from NZR 90lb rails as main bearers and rails sat on the webs.  Railway ran about 3/4 of a mile to small lake and a salt glaze, coal-fired kiln.
The Rollingstock

With the exception of the locomotive, all the rollingstock was built at DCR.  The first featured ex-gold mine wheels regauged and mounted in crude wooden bearings.  

They were later replaced with wagons made from five sets of old brickyard wagon parts which included roller bearings and 10 inch diameter wheels.  They were up to 2 foot 4 inchs wide, maximum wheelbase was 3 foot and length about 6 foot.   These were fashioned into three sprung four wheelers, two which were fitted with brakes, and two low decked wagons that could also be fitted with bolsters to carry long loads.  One wheel on each axle is freewheeling.   The couplers were link and pin however the stated aim was to eventually introduce an NZR style spring buffer coupler.   All the wagons were unpainted.

The wagons could all be fitted with box tops while later in 1973? a removable pot wagon top was added. 

The earliest motive power was foot power. A single person could push two wagon loaded each carrying two full oil drums up to the pottery.  A two seat hand powered jigger was then built.  

The sole 0-4-0 locomotive was built by Roy Cowan and Hansen's Engineering in 1966-67.  It was powered by an Austin Seven motor driving through twin gearboxes.  The design allowed for a powered four wheeled load carrying tender/bogie to be added later reminiscent of bush tramway rail tractors so would have resulted in an 0-4-4-0 layout.  The power bogie was never built  The little green locomotive also featured two brass engine number plates inscribed 'DCR 167' (first loco completed in 1967) which were cast by Greer Twiss.  

Barry also planned to add a steam locomotive.  In various magazine articles he explained that there were no specific plans however it was likely to be a small-wheeled rod locomotive or a geared bush style loco, both Climax and Shay designs  were mentioned.    
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